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I wo Little Waifs

A Local Christmas Story.

Written for tho National RKrunucAN by
. II. H.1

Christmas was drawing near. Thctlmo
Tilitn civilized mankind celebrates thoblrtu
cf tbcBnvIour of the world was almost at
l.i.nl. 1'iomtbo upper windows of huge
1 licit atd stojiuchurcucselionubrlght lights,
t.r.ilcu ttc still cvinlcc ntr sounded out
nuct strains of music tbat told the- world
tint choirs wero rcbcarelng tho old, old
story of "pence on eartbi cood will toward
men."

Tbo clly of Wnsblncton bad almost com
pitted Its preparations tor llio merrymaking
tbat was to come, and people
and crow did (tores wt.ro alike clud la boll-ila- ;

attire.
Trudging slowly toward Fifteenth street,

through tbo freezing slush tbat covcreil
tldennlkor.il street, wero two llttlo cbll-tlre- c

a boy and a clrl. Tbo boy was tho
older, and, though bis clotbtog was ragged
nr.il bis feet bare, bo marched along as
Irnvcly ae tbc stoutest-hearte- d mm. Hold
Irg fastbls left hand with a chilly grip, and
dragging a little, was the girl, a poor wee
thing, with evidences of hunger printed on
every argular and pallid fcjturo of tbo
inlicrablc pinched face. Sbo was not more
tUn 8 years old, but In that brief exlstcnco
bad I'fin crowded so much of suffering
tbat life was n burden to tho attcnutted
form, and the last spark of thatsplrlt which
marks tbc line between life or mcro exist-tr.e- e

was on tbo verge of taking Its flluht.
"Jimmy." said tho little one, bravely

to restrain tbo tears that would
courre down her cheeks, "Jimmy, whero's
tt golu' J 1'sc so tired and cold."

"Alu't goln' much futber," was the boy's
rtply. "Klghtdown there," pointing to
tte Jutctlcu of New York avenue and h

street, "Is lots o' people. Ma,) be,
Mag, tomcboily Ml uhe us a nickel an' then
wo kin git sumtben to eat."

"Ocb"' exclaimed tbu little one, "look
nt that bew'ful place." And tempted by
tlio brilliant storo windows tho weary pair
(lccud the street to gaze at tbemagutllceut
xrray of tbc necessaries and luxuries of life
aiOliplsjetl In the windows of a huco
grocery store. Baskets tilled to overflow-lu- g

with luscious erapes and orances wero
Mcrtbu doer, while around tbem roy
checked apples plngled In contract with
blight colored lemons. Hugo pyramids of
glats Jars lilted with Jellies and preserves
Hired theweclvcs on hlgb. Shelves loaded
down with every description of cdlblo
dainty stretched out their apnarantly end-kt- s

length, and In the brilliancy of tbn
tceno the two little starvelings forget tho
Lunger and tbo cold.

"Sec tbirc, Mac," said the hoy, "look at
tUrn cakes on that thero tublo."

Il.e littio pinched noso was flattened
ngalcst tic window and the sad eyes peeled
In the dlrictlon Indicated at a number of
heme made fruit cakes, of which tho house
was nibklt g a specialty.

Bo abtorbed wero they lu looking at tho
riwly found world that they beard not the
footsteps of an elderly man who, efielog tho
regctd Utile waifs at the window, bad
sioppe.ii io waicn mem.

"Don't I wish I could git some o' that
eako for jc, Mag," carao from tho boy's
lips. "Ye'd liko it, and," ho added, "so'd
J, Itr I huln't hod nothln' this blessed day."

Somebody's band touched bis shoulder
DLd be turned quickly. Somebody's voice
sounded outtbrough a huge mutller:

"Comu In, both of you. I'll fill you for
occo."

And lu tLcy rrrpt Into tho grateful
waiinthot the beautiful storo and whllo
they munched tho prcservo-besmearo-

craikcrs whlth their benefactor bought for
tVlitnietf "Iti "pTOTaefcly scattered around.
In one glass case wero fancy boxes of Im-
ported chocolates tho most delicious of
confections; In another wero arranged
wax candles of every conceivable shade and
luc and artistically decorated, while along-- .
side of tbat were ornamental candlo shades
in colors that rivaled tho beauties of a
rainbow.

Busy clerks bustled around and waited
upon the crowds of customers, who real-
ized tbat tbcro was but onu storo in tbc city
from which to buy their Christmas fruits,
nuts, cakes, and candy, and that storo was
me one wmen mey were in. .Mr. .tugruter
was tusjln himself In not only seeing that
every one was being waited upon, but was
ready at any moment to charm a customer
with bis persuasiveness.

Upstairs could be heard the rumbling of
bariels and tho rattle of boxes, as the huge
etcck was rapidly being decreased by heavy
I'Urcbascs. From the basement camo the
cllnl Irg cf bottles,for down In Its gloomy ro
cctsi6 was gathered every variety of "strong
waters," and the voice of tbo season was
calllnc tbem forth.

The present appetite of tho children was
stayed, and after sbylv thanking their
generous but unknown friend, tho children
found themselves onco more on tho cold
street, still looking with a ccnulno but
more familiar admiration at the beautiful
store.

"Harry!"
"Yes, dear."
"Why will you bring mo such stories as

this V
Awl tbo .young and pretty bride held

out the book she bad been reading.
"It's a Chtlstinas story, puss, and I

thought that was the variety of literature
best suited to ttc sosson," was tbo hus-
band's rfply.

Mrs. Franklin laid down the volume
with a tlgh.

"It's so sad," sbo said, mournfully.
"Why Is there so much of misery at a
llmu when all tbu woild should rejoice.

e are so happy ourselves that I wish
everyone tlio could bohsppy too."

And the d wife gazed sorrow-
fully nt the burning logs which crackled and
toartd lu the open fireplace.

I'.very surrounding was beautiful. Tho
walls were plastic and of a Unlit amber
color tbat glowed and changed In the fire-
light with a peculiar beauty, livery deco-
ration was suggestive of Flora's brightest
offerings. Tho tones of the cornlco and
celling wero soft blues and old pinks with
all the complementary colors In their varlod
snd exquisitely blended beauties. A car-
pet of tbu thickest English moquelto cov-
ered tbe floor, and compelled tho heaviest
footsteps to be noiseless. Every article of
furniture was In perfect harmony with the
decorations tbat bad bscn so lavishly yet
artistically bestowed. Tbe hangings, lu
heavy folds, of deep rich hues, were so
graceful, so warm, that nothing more
could be desired. The room was a poem
cf color and beautiful design worthy tbo
genius of Milne.

Money to Mr. Franklin was useful only
for wLat It would buy, and be had uxponded
Hlaiishlyon tbe cage to which he had
brought his "birdie" but a few weeks be-
fore. Anything that he consldeied neces-
sary, and a guut deal that was not neces-
sary, bad been purchased to complete the
furnttblng of IiIb nome. But oven to him,
nccustomtd to luxury from his lufaucy,
bis lomn was more beautiful, viewing It
cilttcally, than any ho had ever seen, and
when Milne, two days before tbo wedding,
escorted blru through the houso hn could
(caict)y find words to express bis admira-
tion, and as he thought of It, reclining In
bis teautlfully upholstered easy chair,
watchlug his wlfo's thoughtful face, bo was
kdecd a happy man; proud of bis wife and
prnud of their home.

Suddenly tbo wlfo's raverlo was broken
liy Mr. Franklin saying :

"Bupposc we hunt up a few Christmas
presents"

k "I'm agreeable," was her reply, as she
arose from liar scat and walking around to
his slrUy leaned over and Klsiod IiIji

- teiids'sy.
Then she tripped upstairs and returned

fn a few minutes ready for the walk dotvu
town.

"Wbeie shall wo go" he asked.
"To the I'alals Itoyal, of course," was

her reply, given In a tone that seemed to
sty, "You men never do know anything,"

Down tho avenue they went, and, aftor a
little tnueezlug. they succeeded In elbow-
ing their way through tho crowd at tbe
door Into tbat beautiful emporium of com-blee-

art and usefulness. What a bewilder-
ing trrsy of protty things I Here tbe crush
w s not co great, for tho upper floors occu- -

I led by Mr Miner tad relieved the pressure
dcwnstnltr.

"Mow wc arc here, what shall wo buy t"
mailed Harry.

"Just wait awhile," was his wlfo's

"Yiu keep still," sho added. "You aro
simply doing escort duty) lam tho shop-
per."

While bis charming wlfo was examining
the torti tits of various cases, Harry stood
bsck on tbe lower step of tho stairs and
looked at tbo scene. How protty did It
it iii Dolls, fans, lowclrv. canes, urntrol- -

lai, (.loves, furs, leather goods, plush on
coeds, handkerchiefs, and ten thousand ar
ticles for all uses decorative or useful
were nil around; suspended from the cell-
ing, coveting tho walls, crowding tho
shelves, itockcd on tho counters-prese- nts,

nothlrg but presents; rlcbcrln Its contents
than even tbo fabled Aladdin's cavo did tho
l'aliils Itoyal appear to his eyes.

"TLo goods will be sent out fn the morn-
ing," said the young lady of whom Mrs.
Franklin had bought most of her presents,
tnd then the lovlm? counlo mado their war
to tbc street and wero about to continue
down tbo avenue when Harry said:

"Come over here, llttlo woman; I want
to show you something."

And toeether they cross1 d the broad
tkornugbfarc and entered the storo of the
Smith Cycle Manufacturing Company.

"Mr. Ctillds," said Harry, addressing
tbe president of tbo company, who was
sealed nt his desk, "this Is my wife," and,
ho continued, as Mr. Cbtlds smiled and
bowed, "I want you to show her that
beautiful tsndcm tnachltio I was looking at
yiMeiday."

YA Itb a mysterious look on his visage Mr.
CLIIds complied with tbo request, and out
lu tbc center of tho outer olllco stood the
roncllnc asked for. It wm a beauty; per-
fect In every respect, and finished In tho
meet minute particular. How it wss ad-

mired by everybody and praised by tbo
silcsmau; until at last Mrs. Frauklin was
crmpclltd to say tbat sho wished It was
hirs

"Ills, dear," said her hushtnd; "that's
jiur Christmas presont. How do you
like It t"

Of course sho couldn't exnrcss her
thanks not before thoo strangers but
S' o looked them, and Harry continued ;

"Now wo can go nut every fine day and
take n nice ride togitbir 1 m goingtoscll
tto extra horse, for wc shan't hare much
uio for tho team, except, of course, when
3 ou want It to go shopping with or to drive
out during the day with somebody. This,"
touching a new "Dart" safety bicycle, "la
mine; I'm going In for lots of exercise, and
wbcu wo cannot go out on the taudein tben
I'll ti.ke a spin alone."

"You'll pieaso send tbem up In tho morn-In;,- "

said be to tbo salesman, and tbat gen-
tleman nodded assent, and as his customers
were leaving the store said, "If you want a
nice bicycle or tryclclo for tho children wo
hate a splendldstrckou hand nothing bet-
ter any whero south of Now York," but tho
only response ho received was a laughing
shake of tho head from Harry and a tiny
uiusnmg smuc irotn nis wuc.

"l'spa, wo'ro lust llko a pair of conspira-
tors; we're afraid somebody will seo us or
hear us, and then all our plans will bo
spoiled. It's real nice, though, to have a

secret."
Tbe speaker was n girl of about 1G years

of age, and a jilller ono never lived. She
was cf medium height, with soft brown
balr and dark eyes of tbo same hue, and
w as i ossessed of a disposition to love evcry-lod- y

and cvcrjtklng. Clad in a warm,
closely-fittin- garnet drees, Kitty Itlvers
was a model for any artist who ucstrcl to
place on canvass a picture of "Sweet six-
teen."

Her father, elderly and gray haired, had
lust returned homoattcr an excursion down
town and tbe two wero holding their con-
versation In tbe hall so that none but them-
selves mlcbt know tho secret to which
Klttv bad referred'

"Did you buy It?" she asked.
"Yes, little ono. I bought It."
"And you think It's real nicer"
"Yes'
"Won't mamma be pleased, though. She

hasn't any Idea that you are going to give
bcr a sewing machine, although sbo needs
one, because tho old ono Is pretty well used
up. What kind did you net" she contin-
ued.

viWjdkl'Kpi iQtfh.tosH ..attoriiufiivQi
descriptions of machine and no one of them
took my fancy or Impressed mo with its real
worth so elUctually as tho Silent White
Machine."

"Oh! I know, that's tho maculae- Mr.
MeKenniy sells."

"Yes; but listen; hero It comet," and he
coftly opened the front door and watched a
man lift tbe beautiful Christmas present out
of tho wagon and tben helped him carry It
up tbu steps and put It down In tho ball.

"It's Iho same place," said Kitty, looking
at tho toy, "4U7 Ninth atrcot. Tnat's whero
I buy the "Universal Patterns "

(Tho wrappings that covered the machine
weio speedily removed, and Just as that
operation was finished u door ou tbo floor
above was opened and Mrs. Itlvers called
cut, "What are you people doing down
thereto long. I heard papa coinoin more
than ttn minutes n;o, and" here she camo
quickly down the stairs "I declare ho
hasn't his bat or overcoat off yet." Then
her cjc-- fell upon tbe macbtue, and by
Intuition sho knew It was for her.

"Ob, you dear old husband," she said,
"how dare you to buy me such a beautiful
present," and she gavo bim ono of those
klsees that was tbo sweeter for tbe twenty
years of married life that had blessed tbe
couple.

"That Isn't so much of a Christmas
present," said Mr. Itlvers, as hodcllberatcly
got out of his overcoat. "You ought to
seo tbe magnificent Kstcy organ that Mr.
Hamilton bought for bis wife. I don't
know how much it cost, but It Is a perfect
beauty. There Is no elngcrbreaa about It;
it's solid goods, aud far more reasonable
in price than the organs made of poor ma-
terial by Inferior flrnrs. I was In bis
bouse about an hour ago and It had Just
come, aud.ofcourso, Mrs. 11. was almost
crazy with delight, but she gradually got
herself sufficiently under control to sit
down and play a few tunes, so that we
might Judge of tbo power aud tone of tbe
Instrument. Sho says thero Isn't a
"duimuj" 6top In It. Ob, It's aboauty, I
tell you."

"IJy tho way, old lady," he continued,
"I met two poor starved llttlo youngsters
down on New York avenuo and
tho llttlo wretches looked so miserable tbat
I took tbem Into Magruder's grocery store,
and gave tbem enough to last them till
morning, lllght, wasn't It V

a
"Halloo," exclaimed Mr. Franklin, at

they arrived at their door, "What's this?
Well, 1 declaie; it's some poor boy, almost
frozen to death," and bo shook the lad
vigorously, but no sign came from the cold
form.

Very srecdlly was tbn door oponed, and
In a few seconds tbe boy was on the old
carved oaken bench In tho warm ball, where
tho gaslight had Its cheerful gleams re-
flected In tbo mirror that stood abovo tho
pent root which surmounted the

"luglo-neuk,- In which laid tbo
andirons and other accompaniments of a

In tbe good old baronial days.
It was a work of time, but after the Uoc-te-

who bad been hastily summoned, and
Mr. Franklin had labored without cessation
for almost, an hour, the patient began to
show some very definite signs of life, aid
an hour later was comfortably tucked In a
warm bed In ono of tho upper rooms.

Tben bo told his story. In soino Inex-
plicable manner ho had been separated by
the crowd from bis llttlo sister, and he had
wandered around looking for her until,

tired unto exhaustion, and
cold almost as tbo grave, ho bad
laid himself down on tho nearest doorstep
to die; and, as be related the simple but
sorrowful tale and mourned for lost "Mag,"
tears tilled tbo listeners' oyes and hearts
grew sad as they began to realize how much
of misery there was abroad at Christmas
time.

Without delay Mr. Franklin Informed tho
police of the boy's narrative, and when tbe
relief went on duty at midnight every man
had been Instructed to look out for a little
ragged girl, whose distinguishing features
were larKO blue eyes and ahead of unkempt
hair. The mark of a sevcro burn could also
be seen on her rljht arm. llut no such little
waif was found, for, after crying until her
tears ran dry, tho child, whose wanderings
bod taken her near the Center market,
crawled Into a waeon In which was a lotof
hay, and there sobbed and shivered beAelt
tosleip. ,,

V'

Tbe morning of tho day naecedlng
CbiUtmaa broke cold and cleaiand lust
as the clocks wero striking tho U!?mof 6
llttlo Mag unrolled herself from her w!lipJ
Pings of hay, and,, dropping to the side -
walk, stretched her stiffened limbs. A
t'eccroiu-hearte- German woman who had
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ccmc to the msrkct to cell her fctw herbs
took pity on tho child's ap- -

and shared with her tho cup of
otcuffco and tho two or three slices of

raisin bread oft which she was making her
breakfast, and then tbo child wandered off

anywhere to find Jimmy; her dear
brother Jimmy, who at that ttmo was sound
asleep In tbe homo of Mr. Franklin.

It was after 8 o'clock wheu Jimmy had
his breakfast, and ttcn, weak aud sick as
he was, Insisted on going out "to find Mag."

"Como with mo llrst," said Mr. Franklin,
"We've got to put a decent suit of clothes

you, You look liko a llttlo scarecrow
now." Bo after the morales meal bad been
dispatched tbo carrlago was ordered around
and tbo ragged llttlo urchin stepped In and
seated himself alongsldo his benefactor.

"Wbtro to, sir" asked tho coachman.
"To I), lloblnson & Co.'s, UOO Pennsylva-

nia avenue," was tbo reply, and tho sleek,
hatdsotco horses whirled tho rarrlagoto
the required destination In a few minutes,

' Step out, Jimmy," said Mr. Franklin,
and the wondering youngster obeyed aud
ioiiowcu nis menu into ino store.

"I waLtyou to lvo this boy a complete
outfit," said Mr. Franklin to n pollto clerk
wbo camo up to him as soou as ho entered,

Kvi n at tbat early hour thero wero a
uumbe r r f customers In tbo store, and whllo
the clcik bustled around getting tho
numertus articles of attlro which bodecmed
ncctsstry for tbe proper clothing of tho hoy,
Jimmy stocd near tbo cashier's desk and
watched men como In and go out. They
bought shirts and collars and cuffs. They
tried on suits of clothes and examined tho
hundreds of beautiful specimens of neck-
wear which wero shown them. All the
minutiae that goes to complete modern and
civilized man's toltot were to be seen, and
the largo number of purchasers was

proof tbat tho goods were all of tho
best quality.

"No better pleco In town to buy clothing
or furnishing coods," Jimmy hetrd onu
man say; to which tho party addressed re-
plied: "Whenttcy tell you that the things
aro Dist-clas- you can roly on their state-rn- '

nt. They never deceive."
Then Jimmy wan coiducted behind a

screen, and, with tbo clock's assistance, was
so spruced up that when be appeared again
In tbc open storo Mr. Frauklin did not rec-
ognize him.

'lbo bill was paid, Mr. Franklin remark-
ing that tbe prices wero extromely reaion-ntl- e.

.Jimmy (hen bad orders to return to the
bouse at noon, and then he might, If neces-
sary, go out again until evening, and on
thosa terms bo resumed his search.

The day wore on and a llttlo whllo after
tho sun bad passed tho merldan and win
hurrying down behind a bank of dark
clouds wee, ragged, dishevelled Maggie
stood in front of a storo window on Nluth
stieet ga7lng Intently at the creations of a
world of artists. Thero were the lamps;
infinite In variety, brilliant In color, beauti-
ful In desleu; adopted to any description of
illumination, and at figures to suit every
pocket. Fancies In brass chased, ham
tncred, cast or wrought, burnished or dull

bewildered her eves Olllttcrlnir crvstal
chandeliers nnd globes of every hue
dazzled her sight, whllo beautifully tinted
lamp shades nnd Innumerable combina-
tions of glowing color fascinated her

ccscs. Hanged tastefully down tbo length
of the great storo she could seo gems of
nit, but knew not what they were. Hare
bronzesand lovely terra cotta and terra vcrto
goods had lees value In her mind than tho
smallest pendant crystal that decked tho
beautiful nail lamp sbo admired so much,
while tho exquisite laco and ribbon shades
In tho most fashlonablo and deslrablo tints
were not as much to her as the magnificent
array of Christmas lamps which decked tho
shelves of tho great establishment.

Tbero was an admlrlni; crowd In front of
tbo windows, and Mag stayed there some
time, for it was comfortably warm when
hemmed In by heavy overcoats and fur
cloaks.

Mag heard ono gcntlcmau say, "Isn't
that beautiful" and then be added, "There
Isn't a better firm In town to buy such
grods from than from S. S. Shedd & Uro,"
nnd tho lady whom he addressed said she
was euro of tnat.

Just as Mag cropt out of tho crowd she
brushed against a lady wbo, accompanied
by a gentleman, was going Into JarvJs's to
lucch, but neither Mr. nor Mrs. Franklin,
for they were the couple, paid any attention

riTITJevwenl.'
and after somo llttlo squeezing succeeded
In tenting themselves nt one of tho many
little social tables In tbo lunch room of that
fnmoug house.

What a crowd It was. Ladles who had
been out shonplngwere there, accompanied
by their bundles, and ladles who were just
starting out on a tour of tbe beautiful busi-
ness palaces wero also present. Gentlemen,
too, wero numerous.

"I llko to comojto Jarvls's to lunch,"
Mrs. Frauklin. "Everything is

so clean, and you always feci satisfied
when vou order anything that what you
get will be of unquestioned purity and will
bo well served."

"I understand," said her husband, "that
tbo proprietor takes special pride In tho
quality of bis goods, for I beard him say
a little whllo ago that ho had no candy In
bis house but what was of the very bist
matcilule, made only by standard firms."
'I haven't any doubt," rejoined Mrs.

Franklin, "as to the truth of any of his
claim. You cannot get better ice cream or
water lees than he makes, and his cakes
aro delicious."

"I don't know what I would do If It
Wasn't for this place," remarked a Udy
wbo sat at an adjoining table. "When-
ever I want to And any friend who happens
to be down town I Just come In here about
I o'clock, and I am almost sure to find ber
I believe evcryboJy comes here to luoch,"

Tho light meal was soon finished, and
after purchasing some choice candv Mr.
and Mrs. rranuun continued their walk,

l'oor, weary Jimmy, sick at heart, and
with a brain dizzy from the mental strain
bo bad undergone, wandered without pay.
lug tho slightest heed to the passlog crowd.
Soou be left tho busy street and dragged hts
tired limbs along In front ot a row ot hand-
some residences, and when near the gato
ot ono of tbe most striking houses ex-
hausted nature gave way, and ho fell falut-In- g

on tho d 6ldewalk. now
long ho remained unconscious he knew not,
but when his eyes opcued he was in a warm
room, and the first thing he saw was a big po-
liceman bending over him, while watching
him with anxious eyes was a boautltully
dressed lady, Tbe policeman poured somo
liquid In a teaspoon and gave It to tbe lad,
and be swallowed It, although the taste was
hot and disagreeable.

"Where do you live" asked the lady.
"I ain't got no home," was the bay's re-

ply; "but I klu stay with Mr. Franklin on
Seventeenth 6treot. I wuz out huntin' for
my sister Mag, as wu lost," and Jlmcay
burst Into tears.

"He's all broke up, ma'm," said tbe offi-
cer; "he wants rest and good food. I know
Mr. Irauklln," ho added, "aud I'll tako
bim to the house ns soon ai he can walk."

"I kin go now," said Jimmy. "Taint
far. Is ltl"

"No; only about five squares," replied the
officer.

In tbo next room stood a piano, and noar
It was a young lady wbo had evidently
been playing ou It when Jimmy had haen
broucbt In. Thu boy saw ber as be sat up
ou tto sofa, where be had been placed, and
tben be looked at tho Instrument.

ills eager gazo attracted the lady's at-
tention, and sho salds "l.lttlo boy, do you
want me to play something for you"

Ho nodded assent, and she sat down at
the piano, and a moment or two later tbe
sweet, soulful notes of that song of tbu
world "Home, 8wect Home," sounded
softly on tbe cars ot tho listeners. It was
very beautiful, and us tbe keys ot that
magnlficeut Decker piano were touched by
skillful fingers the air seemed to bo

with new charms and a mora divine
sympathy. .

Waen tbo lady arose from the piano
Jimmy murmured bis thanks, and, putting
bis little hand In the policeman's gigantic
palm, marched away.

"Where do they mako them thing'?"
asked Jimmy, raterrlnc to the piano.

"Don't know," said tho ofllccr, "but you
can buy tho n at Sanders & Staynun's, on
F street.

"Tho Decker Is tho boss piano," ho added.

Christmas ove. What a whirl of mem-oile- s

It brines up. What fancy pictures ot
bygouti holidays and happiness. What
visions ot bopqs long dead and of lores tbat
perished years ago.

It was bitter cold. Tbe keen north wind
lore through tho streets wltdly, venting Its
rude force on "man and beast, and bowling
like a legion of demons. It forced Its way
throuch everv crannv and uievfpn nnd
caused even tho parsimonious householder

ItsUr up ills lire and put on moro coal.
Cbrtaknas Eve. Tbe children In comfort

able bomcd'v.itiiround tbo stove, and, gazing

Into the depths of tho flames, saw strings
faces and things uncanny peering at them
Hire ugh the bun tout botes In tbo mica.
Quietly snd confidentially did thoy whisper
to osch other of tho presents that Santa
CItuswas going to bilnir them on tbo
morrow, and the heavy eyelids drooped and
the hci us nodded until bedtime w.is an-

nounced; then tho stalra wero cllmbad and
ilnemy sleep succeeded.

Christmas eve. In a partially sheltered
doorway was huddled up a llttlo girl. Tor
an hour or more, In splto of tho cold, sho
bad slumbered uneasily, and now, In a

condition, with numbed
hands, and weary, feet, she aroso
and stood on lbo upper step of the great
rfllco building the doorway ot which had
been her rcfugo for a llttlo while. Down
the stone steps sho went slowly until tbe
sidewalk was reached. Up tho street,
shivering In tho Btorm, struggled tbo llttlo
one until the junction of Ninth and F
streets was rescind. For a moment sho
halted, attracted by the brilliant display ot
cut glass bottles, plusb drcsslog cases,
beautiful vases, and dazzling mirrors which
filled tho windows of Standlford's drtu
store, located at that point; then, with head
bent down, shn started to cross tbu street.

Tbo rsttlo of a street car brake; a m tn's
volcei lifted In gruff warulna; a child's
shrill cry, and tben tho shriek ot tho wind
swept on with no Interrupting sound.

Tenderly was the llttlo vagrant llltel up
and carried Into the warm storo, and thero
experienced eyes saw tho oxtcnt of the In-

jury and skilled hands did all tbat human-
ity and sclenco could do to rollovo her, but
In vain. Tho dark eves opened wldo and
looked out ot their hollow depths at the
brilliant electric lights, at tbo
sneives, nt me glass cases uueu witu unnse-ma- s

goods ot uH kinds, and at the sorrow-
ful faces of strong men who watchod her
wtib tears In their eyes.

Sho essayed to sneak, but failed; tbo
fragile form scemeil to mako one last at-

tempt and she almost sat up, then fell back
cgaln.

"Jimmy," whispered tho faint valco;
"Jimmy," It repeated, fainter still, and la
that final utUrauco nature exhausted Itself
and "Mac" was dead.

Dead, with her largo eyrs staring at the
beautiful things she had a Jinlrcd so much,
with a bubblo of blood on tho otherwise
colorless lips, and with her tiny shrlvelod
hands clenched tightly.

"Mag" spent her Christmas at homo.

HOMliSTKAI) JCNTItY SUSTAINI5D

Importnnt ItatlruHd l.iind Decision by
Acting Secretary Muldrow,

Acting Secrotary Muldrow yesterday
rendered a decision in tho cast) ot tho
Alabama and Chattanooga Hallroad Com-
pany vs. Nathaniel 1'. CUbourn, on appeal,
by tho railroad company, from tlio decision
of tbo general land olllco. Tho declslou
affirms tbe commissioner, and holds th it a
homestead entry mado In November, InH,
on land Included In tbo Indemnity belt of
tbe grant In aid of plaintiff's road mint ha
sustained under tho act ot April !J1, ISTd,
such entry having been mado "by pormls
elon of tbe land department" after "the
expiration of tbc grant."

Tbo act of April SI, 1870, Is construed to
mean tbat, so far as concerns lands covered
by entries otherwise regular, tho prior actual
"expiration of tbc grant" (by lapso ot tlmo)
shall bo deemed to havo revokod the with,
drawal, even though such "expiration" may
not havo been declared and insisted on as a
ground of forfelturo as to such lands
that Is to say, tbo act of 1870 Is Itself tho
"legislative proceeding" needed as tbo ex-
pression of tbo will of Congress that tho
forfelturo bo Insisted on.

Tho act of April 10, 1SC9, "reviving and
rei'cwlng" tho grant, tbo acting aocretary
holds, does not prevent tho operation of
tho act of 1870, as the act of 1SG9 must be
taken to have been mado with roterenco to
tbe state of things existing at the dato ot
lis enactment.

Department Changes.
Tho following official changes have taken

ploco In tbo Interior Department:
Tension office Appointment: T. P. Ran

dolph, California, stenographer, $1,000.
Resignations: George Jennings, Now York,
$1,300; Archer L. Carroll. Texas, 51)00. Tro- -

$1,200 to 51.400; C.ll Jonas, Jr., Louisiana,
onu Airs. Auelatuo 11. Woodall, Illinois,
$l,0CO to $1,2C0.

Snow, trco ornament', Xmas cards, toys,
scrap pictures. J. Jay (iould's 121 lh street.

Supreme Court Mtirstinl.
Thero have been no new developments In

regard to tho intlmacd changes In the
of tbo Supremo Court. Nothing

defiultohaB been ascertained as to the pro-
posed rctlilng of Col. NIcolay or tho ap
polntment of bis successor, nnd many Per-
sons uro Inclined tu think tbat no change
will take place In tbu oflho.

Free Admission itofiMud
Tho Secretary of tbu Treasury his de-

clined to admit Canadian horses frcoot
duty for lumbering or other temporary pur-
poses ou the ground that It would be an In-
terference with the contract labor' act.

Christmas and New Year' Excursion
Tickets.

Tho passenjjor department of the ISaltlmoro
and Ohio Hallroad Company announco tnat,
In actordnnco will) tbolr usual cuitom, they
w ill sell excursion tickets durlni; tho holidays
between all stations east of tho OMu river.

'Jlckets will to sold on Dec. J.i, 21, 23,20,
00, ill, 1SS7, and Jan. 1 nnd 2 Ibis, goad for
ruiuru passage until Jan. J, 188-1- .

-

THE COURT 1IKCOKU.

United States Supreme Court. Tho following
business was transacted lu tho Uultod Stntos
Supremo Court vesterdnv:

Henry DoWItt Hamilton, Esq., ofDroaklyn,
N, Y was admitted to practice.

No. 112. The United St ttcs, plaintiff In error,
ts. Harrison Johnston. Areutncnt continued
by Mr. Asslstaut Attorney Uencral Maury fur
the plaintiff m error, and by Mr. II. II.
llrlitow for tbe defendant In error, and con-
cluded by Mr. Assistant Attornoy Uencral
Maury for tho plaintiff In error.

No. 111. John W. Brajeo, arpollan', vs.
KlcbolaB Scboflcld ct al. Argued by Mr.'.Ly-sand-

Holmes lor tho appoilant, and sub-
mitted by Mr, Hunts Mailory for tho nnnnllce.

Mo. 105. D. If. Williams. plalntllT lu error,
vs. Kdwnrd D. Conner ett. Argument com-
menced by Mr. Kngouc Williams tor tho plain-til- l

In error.
Adjourned until Monday.

I (Circuit Court Justice Cox Joncj vs. lum.
more and Ohio Railroad Compauy; verdict lor
plaintiff for Dio.'joo. Koyser, receiver, vs.
Humo'sadailnislrator and l'lckroll'a executors;
on trial.

Equity Court Justlco Mcrrlck-Fl- rtt Na-
tional flank of New York vs. UUtrlet of Co-
lumbia; roferenco to special auditor ordered,
laylor vs. Duncanson; motion to rcpaysurplui
deposit overruled. .

Criminal Court Jiutlco Montgomery.
Albert Urcen and Finney Webb, murder of
James Lucas; Green nuilty of murder nnd Webb
acquitted,

l'robato Court Justlco Merrick Estato of
AmbrosoW. Ihompauu; will admitted to pro-
bate and record, lu ro minor children of
Martha It, UUer, orJorof puolicailou issued,
in re will or Jacob Homlller: will tiled for
probata and record. Kstato of William e), Cos-te-

letters testamentary issued to Cecelia II,
rotten; bond, I.VJO. LMato of Carrlo Mot,
Weed: will admitted tu nrahata ami reoini.
nnd letters teUuientary UiusJ to John 1.,
1. Weed: band, Sl.OO). Eitato of Wra. II
mown: win uuiy proven auu loiters

Issued to Mary K. llrown; Ijou1, 8V0
In ru will or Michael II Sullivan: will llloJ for
probate, In re wlllolb im U'alncr: will tiled
for probate. Kstatoof bumhiJ, Yoiiuj: lettersnr administration Issued tnJas. A. builj hand,
Jwo. In ro carrlo E Dabuey, mluor; order
nppolnllnirMary K l)ninuy tniardlHUi bond,
(hajO. Enaio of Edward Fei-- , alias Alotanrter;
first and final account ot aitinlnUtnior ap-
proved runt paed, In ro r. l. Mcl.tni',
minor; nrdcr iippoliitliig lllalr Leo RuullanllatoofCharUs f. niltt'ys letter of ttdmlnls
trstlou issued to Itnbuit b. Dilley: bond H.Kttatoof Mitta Eieluladt: littcisof ad mill ti-

tration issued to Ai)ol.U II. Elchstadt; bond
15 tto. In ro will of AxucsM Smbh: will tiled
for probate In re Albert J om! I.uimJ, It.
Btoerm: order appolutlntr Alice II Btoorzjr
guardian, bond Jl.suO. In ro Laura 0 llildou:
order authorizing John Ooldjii, (,'iurjlao, to
advance ward $H0 ns murrtacii portion. Iu ro
K. A. Mclntlra; eunrdlan Hied answer and ref-
erence to W. If. Dennis. Konto of Outtmloo
Monahan; order to soil sulUoioatto pivilobtl.
Kitato gamuol A, Appold; flrit nud final ao
count or E. B. liny, administrator, approved
and passed, Estate or Elizabeth omltli: llrst
account of tbo executor passed, Estate of
Charles II. l'aync; supplemental nnd final
account of administration passed, Etato
of W. C. Klne; first account ofoxeoutorpatsid,
Iu ro T. J. 1'ullln, guardian; first and final ac-
count paucd. in ro Tnomas O'ilrlen unl
Bridget Joyce truardlans; first account passod.
In io Richard 11. I.. Macrolj seventh, olghth,
aud final guardian's accounts passed,

To the l'ubllc.
Wo respectfully notify the nuhl n that

wo havo no authorized solicitor for tho
Hazleton, Opera, or auy other of our pianos.
A new and Urao assortment of pianos andorgans Just received oall and cxamluo, Ueiiu-man.- n

ATamet, 810 J? Street uoithimt,

NEAniNa Tirn gaiylows.
Tho Jury Find Albert Oroen Onltty or

Slurdor.
Tbo arguments In tho caso ot Albert

Green and Finney Wobh, charged with tho
murder of Albert Lucas last September,
began at 10 o'clock In tho circuit court yes-

terday morning. Counsel for defenso re-

quested tho court to Instruct the jury, first,
tbat If Lucas brought on tho fight, during
which Green strucE tho fatal blow, n ver-
dict of murder could not stand; second,
tbat If tho blow was struck, after provoca-
tion, by Green In ho should bo
acquitted; and third, that Green's drunken
condition was known to Lucas and should
be considered.

District Attorney Wotlhlngton bsgan his
argumentat 11 o!clock and traced tho his-

tory ot the crime, claiming It was murder,
wMlo from Green's testimony It was shon
tbat ho was guilty ot manslaughter.

Messrs. Urownlngand howls followod for
tho defendant. Green, claiming tho murder
to havo been the result ot a general fight,
and tbat Grcon cut Lucas In

District Attornoy Worthlngton then
closed tho arguments, after which a recess
was taken.

On reassembling tho court recttod the
theory of tho prosecution and defenso to tbo
jury and Instructed them that It thoy found
Green was tbo aggressor and mado thu at-

tack on Lucas whllo the latter was bong
led away, and that Green was nt no time
on tho defensive, and that ho boat and cut
Luces, who died from tho effects, n verdict
ot murder should bo roturncd. Also, no
matter who was tho attacking party, it It
was lounei mat urcen uscu nis i;nuo at tno
outset. Intending to kill Lucas, It was mur-
der. It Green was found to bo the assault-
ing party Lucas simply defending himself,
and Greed Inflicted lnjurlos on Lucas, from
which ne men, it was murucr. it was

ot Greeu, also, to havo used overy
means of retreating from tho fight.

Tbe court then defined tbe limits ot man-
slaughter. If Lucas assaulted Grcon sev-

eral times and In the heat of passion bu
drew a knife on tho last occasion to protect
bis life, bo should bo acquitted; but If
Green began tho fight nnd cut Lucas he
should bo convicted as charged. After tho
Instructions from tho court-wer- clvcu to
tbo Jury thoy retired, at 1:35 o'clock, re-

turning at 2:15 o'clock, having agreed on a
verdict. The court and counsel were sent
for, the jury polled, and tbo verdict, "Grcon
guilty as Indicted (murder) nnd Webb not
guilty.

The Jury wero then discharged, Green
remanded, and Wuuo ordered to stand up,
when Judgo Montgomery severely lectured
bim for the part ha had taken In not get-
ting Green away from tbo church, ho know
Ing his condition. He hoped that Webb
would lead a bettor lite, and remember the
narrow escape ho had from tbo gallows.

A ro:ri.nTn lino of children's and youths'
blrjcles, irleycles, nnd veloclp;eln3 tor tnu
bolidav trado nt tho Smith National Cycle
Manufacturing Company's store, 1210 1'cnusyl
vania avenue,

A Ciiiuplnlnt from Uenvor,
A bearing was given yesterday by tho In-

terstate commerce commission In tbe case
of John II. Martin and M. II. Martin, of
Denver, Col., who alleges violation of sec-

tion 4 of the lntcrstato law (tbe short and
long haul section), on tho part of tho South-
ern Pacific Company, tho Central Pacific,
and tho Union Pacific roads. Tho com-
plainants allcgo that In the transportation
ot dried fruits from San Francisco to Den-
ver tbo railroad company chargos $3.30,
white from Ban Francisco to Omaha, a dis-
tance much greater, tho charge Is only $1.05.
It Is further slated that tbo rate back from
Omaha to Denver Is only $140. John II.
Martlr, ono of tho complainants;

McDonald, Jeremiah Wilson, and John
8. Blair, of this city, represented tho com
pany, anu uoonttio, ot Wiscon-
sin, and C. S. Thomas, ot Denver, the com-
plainants.

tit fn overcoats In many colors nnd shades.
Elicman liron,, manufacturers, cor. 7th and E.

lteivunlH for Uerulsm,
Secretary Falicblld has awarded

medals to Capt. Wm. llabb, ot Can-
ada, and tho members of hts crow Thomas
emu, uuici uuivui, nun .ucivei, b

McDonald, John McDonald, and John
McLean for heroic services In resculog tho
crew of tno American schooner A, O. Slax-wel- l,

lu Cauadlsu waters, In 1SS5. To Capt
Haiti Is given a gold medal and each of tbe
crew a silver medal. Silver medals havo
also been given to Henry II, Everott and
Wm, It. Dvcrett, ot Chicago, and to John
F. Kilty, of Huston, for heroic services In
re6culi.g di owning persons during the past
year,

KriE'n AMMlnnt Captured.
Ofllcirs Matthews and Morrlsey, ot the

tho sixth precinct, descrvo credit In arrest-
ing, yesterday morning, John Goodrich, tbe
colored youth wbo stabbed Thomas Kane,
alsotolored, Wednesday night. Tho affslr
occurred on the ofllcers' beat, and slnco
then they have worked hard to get the
culptlt Goodilch was taken to Frcedman's
Hosiltal and Identified by Kano as his as
sallant. A companion of tho wounded
man called at tbe station houso and also
fully Identified tho prisoner. Goodrich
lives at SO L street, which Is only three
squares from tbo si etio of tho stabbing.

rot: medical purposes a flno lot of old
Whiskies, such as lbtso, lhtiO, 187J, 1878, mollow
with age. (Jonvlnco yourself by calllmr at tho
reliable establishment ot Chr. Xander, No. 009
Seventh street northwest.

UNDRRTJLKBna,

W. E. SPEARE,
Undertaker,

040 F 8tieet Northwest.
Everything strictly first-cla- ss and on tho

most reasonable terms,

ICamp Chairs to hire for all cccaslons.)

TELEPHONE CALL 310.

KENPIELD'S,
No. 1205 r Street Northwest.

Christmas Presents.

L&DIES' GOLD WATCHES.
GENTLEMEN'S GOLD WATCHES.
SILVEIt WATCHES.
SILVE1UVA15E.
RINGS.
BIUCELErS.
CHAINS IN GENT'S AND LADIES'

WEAK.
CLOCKS OF ALL DESCltIPTION3.

CANES.
OPTICAL GOODS A SPECIALTY.

of which cau bo bought at rcasonablo
figures,

KENFIELDS,
No. 1SOB v 8treet Northwest.

FOR CHRISTIiS.

RIohardoon & Bobbins Plum
Pudding;.

Mb. cans only 00o, usual price 23c.
cans only 40c, usual price SOo.
cans only 55c, usual prlca 70s,

Mb. cans only 73c, usual prlca 00:,

Whitman's Candloa."'
boxes only 10c, usual prlco 50c.
boxes (best) only 03;, usual price 80:.

Mandarin Oranjroa,
Tancerlno Orangoa.

English Jams and Marmalade,
20c. per Jar, $3 S3 per dozen,

Geo. E. Kennedyfi Son
1209 V Street Nortltwot.

Ohnmpagno & Imported Clrjrara,

i

Christmas Gifts

Days of Holly and Mistle-

toe; shorter for shopping
and longer for reading the.
holiday news. Let us carry

your thoughts along with

brief suggestions that you

will welcome through this

stock of things that fill the

truest sentiment and meas-

ure of Christmas cheer

things to give for use and

for wise giving :

SILK ANU-
-

SATIN L1NBU OVEH- -

COATS (ns luxurious rn clothlnc can
be tnnde) nnd plnlner ones.

STOKIM COATS nnd ULSTCltS to ro.
slat tlio winter uliowcr.

DIIISSS nnd IIUSINKSS SUITS.
NEOKWEAIt, nil tlio most frulllonn-ul-e

slmpes unit similes, elecant quullty,
nnd innde for us.

GENTLEMEN'S BILK MUPFLKHS.
SILK IIANIIKEKClIir.rS.

LINEN IlANIKEItCIIIKrS.
AUSN',3 nml HOYS' UNDEU IVU.Yi:.

DltESS S1IIHT8.
" IT, ANNUL SIIIItTS.

COLORKD SIIIKT3
HOYS' ltKUFINO JACKETS.

SCHOOL ANI UltUSS SUITS.
" OVEIICOATS.

KILT SUITS, shirt wnlsts.
htin i;aiiiKoii)i:n):i) suspknii- -

KltS.
FANCY HOSIERY.
CHOTVN COLLAIIS AND CUITS.
MONAItOU SIIIItTS for Men nnd Hoys.
OAItUIQAN JACKET'S.
SILK UMHHELLAS with nttrnctlvo

enrved handles.
SIKN'S AND HOYS' ItUItKEIt COATS.
Host kind of GLOVES, l'ur Trimmed

nnd otherwise.
HEAL HUCK GLOVES.
Also I' Ell KIN'S CELi;itltATEIJ

SIAKi: OF GLOVES.
ACJIi: PANTS STKETCnEItS.

OPEH EVENINGS.

BloMnson&Co.
909 PENNA. AVE.

TBE FINEST
1-3-

THE BEST
Toil YOU TO PRESENT.

The tat Hiilay Gifts

IN HARE AND NEW

Confections

and Chocolate
IX $1, 82, 3, ?1, ami $5 BOXES.

Stephen F.WiwtSSoD
S. w. cor. 12th aril Market Sts.,

PHILADELPHIA.

Must Be D

OUR ENTIRE STOCK OF

SHOES!
RUBBERS

"&RCTICS
BY DECEMBER 31,

irnTinw hi fir. ii i'

L Heilbrun,
Largest Ono Price Shoe House.

102 Seventh Htiieet If, IF.

See Tho "Old Ldy lu Wlniluw."

1'. 8. Larce Clircnuoi auil Tickets
for nil.

Opening of Furs.

Our dUpIsy of LADIES' FURS AND WRAP
is now complete

6EA1.8KIN GARMENTS in OTCry sbspc,
I'l.UBII WRArs in every shape.
FUR TRIltUINO In crcry variety,
LADIES' AND 1H8SE8' MUFFS AND BOAB
All Goods at New York Prices,

Willett & Ruoff,
1IATTE11S AND FUHKIKltS,

000 I'LNNSYLVANIA AVXSfVB,

'T.yw wypnumwwiKiP1 ""pup'wwpw1"

A (Thrift TYifl

OFFERING
TO THE BOYS.

A discount of ten per cent, on all Boys'
Overcoats, from 14 to 18 years, and on all our
Kilt Suits for Boys from 2 to 5 years. This is a
direct cash present to each and every boy of
from 50c. to $2. Nothing more useful as a
Christmas present to the boysthan-on- e of our
Kilt Suits or Overcoats.

Don't, forget it
That our stock of Men's and Boys' Fine Suits
is complete and is at your disposal, either for
inspection or purchase, at the usually low
prices for which our house has earned its well-merit- ed

reputation of selling fine and reliable
Clothing at very moderate prices.

TIHIZB

Golden Eagle
CLOTHING COMPANY,

400 Seventh Street N. W., Corner D.

A BARGAIN!
Below you will notice a very aoourate representa-

tion of one of our speoial holiday presents, suit a bleas a
common sense gift to somo gentleman friend.

BlBFr?$!rar'ffflfc

PRICE,
A fine, Silk-Plus- h Box, satin lined, oontaining tho

beat zylonito hand glass, hair brush, shaving brush,,
ooth brush, and soap dish; also two fine razors and an
legnnt porcelain mug. We guarantee thiB to be most
ompleto and elaborate shaving set in the oity for the

price, $6.48, and nothing could bo more appreciated by
gentleman who shaves. Our Plush Goods Depart-

ment is worth visiting. ,jjWe are open nightly until 9 o'oioolc.

TheBon
316-31- 8 Seventh Street N. W.

OPENING OP HOLIDAY GIFTS
-I-N

II mported and Domestic Fine Leather Goods
Positively the finest assortment ever

elioTtn In Washington Jn tlio following
Uooels:

Writing Tablets, Dressing Cases, I'lioto-grap- h

Cases, Cigar Cases, Clcaretto Cases,
Card Cases, Leather Cases, Drush Cases,
Travelers' Ink Cases, Car Ticket Cases,
Match Cases, Purses, Manicure Bets, Black-E- g

Sets, Travelers' Drinking Cups, Trav

r

a

$6.48.

Marche

elers' Flasks, Cud ana CollarJIozcs, FoU
Mirrors, l'ocket Toilets, 11111 Bsoks,

rocketbooke, Portfolios, rortemonnales,
Hand Bags, Furnished Traveling Bags.

a rocketbooks"ana Canl
Cases a specialty.

Cold and bl'ycr-Mottnte-d Kldlrjg Crops,
and Whips am1 Driving Whips.

Prices snd quality guaranteed.

v

TOPHAM'S, 1231 Penn. Ave. N. W.

Huvlng disposed of our COKE . BUSINESS to

Messrs. Johnson Bros.,
Wo commend flion. to oar customers; nnd bespeak for thorn
liberal pntronnge. Orders for COKE will bo rocoivod at tliia
ofllco ns heretofore. Wo coutnino to mako n specialty of

G-iL-S STOVES
For both Cooking and HcatinRjrarposes, and aro now offering,
bargains HEATING NTOVEM to mako room for Summer
goods, A well selected stock of STOVES constantly on band.

The Washington GasHgfit C5:
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